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Abstract: The aim of the research presented
here was to map academic production in the
field of education on the pandemic and tea-
ching practice. We used the Brazilian Digital
Library of Theses and Dissertations (BDTD)
and the Capes Catalog of Theses and Disser-
tations as our database. Through a BUSCAd
search, we found dissertations and theses pu-
blished in Brazil on the subject between 2020
and 2023. In all, 36 productions were inven-
toried, thirty dissertations and six theses. As
far as the procedures adopted are concerned,
the majority were theoretical bibliographical
or documentary studies, followed by empiri-
cal studies. With regard to the topic, the most
frequently covered was education/teaching-
-learning, followed by teaching work/teaching
practice. Among the five Brazilian regions, the
one that stood out in terms of the number of
papers published was the South. We noticed
that there was no reflection on the adoption of
remote classes, the precariousness of teaching
work or the worsening of socio-economic ex-
clusion and digital exclusion. The works ma-
pped in this bibliographical review reported
on the situation experienced by teachers in
schools, without necessarily questioning the
type of support offered by the management
bodies of Brazilian public education and wi-
thout problematizing the objective conditions
of schools and of teachers and students with
regard to access to technologies.

Keywords: Technology and Education; Edu-
cation in Times of Pandemic; Teaching Prac-
tice.

INTRODUCTION

The Covid-19 pandemic has caused the
teaching-learning process to undergo a very
sudden reconfiguration. This movement of
change had an impact not only at the height
of the pandemic, but we are living with the re-
sults of this process in what has been called
the post-pandemic period.
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According to the Pan American Health Or-
ganization (PAHO), the spread of the virus,
on a very short time scale and across several
continents, led the WHO to characterize Co-
vid-19 as a pandemic on March 11, 2020. Ac-
cording to PAHO, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland, declared
the end of the Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) for Covid-19
on May 5, 2023. However, according to the di-
rector-general of the WHO, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebheyesus, the end of the PHEIC did not
mean at that time that this virus had ceased to
be a health threat and continued to be charac-
terized as a pandemic.

During this period in which the pandemic
was characterized as SPII, human life was im-
pacted in an overwhelming way, as millions
of people lost their lives after contracting the
Covid-19 virus. One of the measures taken to
prevent contagion was social distancing. Edu-
cational institutions were instructed to adopt
a remote working system in order to prevent
the spread of the virus and ensure that the
educational process continued, enabling the
school calendar to be adhered to.

The Ministry of Education in Brazil, throu-
gh Ordinance No. 343 of March 17, 2020
(BRASIL, 2020), authorized the use of digital
technologies for classes during the pandemic.
It was then up to each Brazilian state to issue
its decree regarding social distancing, the sus-
pension of face-to-face classes, as well as the
reorganization of the school calendar.

Faced with this scenario, face-to-face clas-
ses began to take place off-site or remotely,
with the adoption of digital network techno-
logies. This emergency change was improvised
not only in terms of health measures, but also
in terms of the adoption of digital network
technologies as an educational tool. Aspects
such as teachers’ mastery of technological to-
ols, access to the internet network available in
public schools and in the homes of teachers
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and students, and access to cell phones by stu-
dents were not taken into account (Peixoto,
2023; Saviani; Galvao, 2021). In this reality,
the Covid-19 virus not only highlighted the
fragility of human life, but also made clear the
inequalities that prevailed in Brazilian educa-
tion, which the use of technology was inten-
ded to alleviate.

The pandemic took hold in a school envi-
ronment that was already facing all kinds of
difficulties, including the precarious work of
teachers, school dropouts and structural pro-
blems, such as a lack teaching resources, water
supply and inadequate furniture (Lima; Pei-
xoto; Echalar, 2022; Peixoto; Marcon, 2022;
Saviani; Galvao, 2021).

The aim of this article is to map academic
production in the field of education on the
pandemic and teaching practice. We used dis-
sertations and theses published between 2020
and 2023 as our database. This study is justi-
fied because the academic works produced in
this period can help to understand the com-
plex and challenging educational reality in the
pandemic and post-pandemic period.

RESEARCH PATH

This article is a “State of the Knowledge”
survey and covers only one sector of publica-
tions on the subject “[...] given the need [...]
for a mapping exercise that uncovers and exa-
mines the knowledge already developed [...]”
(ROMANOWSKI; ENS, 2006, p. 38-40).

In this article, the material was selected
using the BUSCAd tool 2.5.3 (search engine for
academic papers) on the Brazilian Digital Li-
brary of Theses and Dissertations (BDTD) and
the Capes Catalog of Theses and Dissertations
(Capes:T&D) platforms. The time frame is be-
tween 2020 and 2023, in Portuguese, and the
section selected to highlight the dissertations
and theses on the object of study indicated was
based on the following descriptors: “Education”
AND “teaching” AND “pedagogical practices”

OR “teacher practices” OR teaching practices”
AND “pandemic” AND “covid-19”.

The search resulted in the research corpus,
which consists of thirty-six academic publica-
tions, thirty of which are dissertations and six
of which are theses (Chart 1).

The title, abstract, keywords and especially
the chapters dealing with methodology and
results were read in order to catalog the data
relating to: a) the date of publication; b) the
institution of publication; c) the classification
of the type of research in terms of objectives,
nature and data collection procedures; d) the
subjects researched; and e) the keywords.

Below we present the results obtained with
a view to the proposed mapping.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Most of the productions that make up the
corpus of this study were published in 2022, as
shown in Table 1 below:

Year Occurrence Percentage (%)

2021 11 30,6

2022 21 58,3

2023 4 11,1
Total: 36

Table 1 - Distribution of the corpus by year of
publication

Source: prepared by the authors.

The South region had the highest number
of productions, with sixteen dissertations and
two theses, totaling 50% of the inventoried
productions. The Federal University of Rio
Grande do Sul (UFRGS) published the lar-
gest number of dissertations per unit in this
study, with a total of three in 2022, equivalent
to 8.2% of the total research. The units that
appear in second place total two productions
each: Universidade Estadual de Ponta Grossa
(UEPQG), with two dissertations in 2021/2022;
Universidade Federal de Santa Maria (UFSM),
with one dissertation and one thesis, both in
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Chart 1- Theses and dissertations on the pandemic and teaching practice

Order Key words Occurrence  Percentage (%)
1 e_ducatiqn; teaching and learning .apd related is§ues rela- 2% 154
ting to different levels and modalities of education ’
2 teaching work; teaching practice and related issues 20 12,0
3 remote teaching; emergency remote teaching; emergency teaching 14 8,3
4 Covid-19 and related 13 7.8
5 digital and related technologies 12 7,1
6 teacher training; continuing training; teacher training, training, teacher literacy 9 5,4
” Professional identity; teacher professional develop- 9 54
ment; teaching and related working conditions ’
Table 3 - Most keywords in the research corpus
Source: prepared by the authors.
2022; Universidade Estadual Paulista (Unesp), Region D T Total
with one dissertation in 2022 and one thesis North 01 01 02
in 2023; Federal University of Sergipe (UES), North East 04 00 04
with two dissertations in 2021/2022; Federal Midwest 01 00 01
University Minas Gerais (UFMG), with one South East 08 03 11
dissertation in 2021 and one thesis in 2023; South 16 02 18
Federal Technological University of Parand Table 2 - Production by region

(UTFPR), with two dissertations in 2022.

Source: prepared by the authors.
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As far as the type of research in terms of
objectives is concerned, the majority (20)
claim to be exploratory, six descriptive and
none explanatory. As far as the procedures
adopted are concerned, the majority (13) pre-
sent themselves as theoretical research of the
bibliographical or documentary type, while
10 of the papers declare themselves as empi-
rical research.

The most researched subjects were tea-
chers, appearing in 26 papers. One study used
students as subjects, while two studies used
both teachers and students as subjects. We
note that the manager does not appear in any
of the studies as a research subject and four
papers do not define subjects, as they are do-
cumentary research.

The total of 168 keywords listed in the ma-
pped corpus were grouped into 11 (eleven)
groups, of which we highlight the seven with
the highest occurrence, namely:

Teachers are the most researched subjects
in the mapped production. The key words
focus on work and/or teaching practice, wi-
thout, however, emphasizing teachers’ living
and working conditions.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

This study enabled us to map academic pa-
pers from all regions of Brazil on the subject
of the relationship between practice and di-
gital technologies in times of pandemic. The
effects of the pandemic remain in the current
educational context, revealing the results of
actions and decisions taken at the time when
remote classes replaced face-to-face classes as
a health protection measure.

Even though the teaching-learning process
covers the lives of students in a robust way, we
noticed, through the works mapped here, that
the main interest was in understanding the
factors that affected the lives of teachers.

During the pandemic, teachers have had
their workload increased because, in addition
to the pedagogical work already in place, they
have had to produce digitalized content, such
as video lessons and reports to prove student
participation, and they are also responsible
for carrying out the so-called active search, to
recover the participation of students who have
stopped accessing online classes.

The works mapped in this bibliographical
review reported on the situation experienced
by teachers in schools, without necessarily
questioning the type of support offered by the
management bodies Brazilian public educa-
tion and without problematizing the objective
conditions of schools, teachers and students
with regard to access to and appropriation of
technologies.

The mapping showed that teaching
working conditions still need to be investi-
gated, since the working conditions to which
teachers were subjected during remote classes
had consequences that lasted even when they
returned to face-to-face classes and reflected
in the results of their work.

In addition, it is necessary to go on and try
to understand issues such as: a) continuing
education related to access to and appropria-
tion of technologies; b) public policies related
to work and teacher training; and, c) the in-
tensification of social inequalities, as was evi-
dent during the pandemic and still persists in
the post-pandemic.
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