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INTRODUCTION

Endodontics seeks an antiseptic environment
for the root canal system (SCR), allowing
infection control. The procedures carried
out to disinfect the SCR are carried out
with mechanical preparation and the use
of chemical solutions. Root canal irrigation
is defined as cleaning the canals through
the activation and renewal of an irrigating
solution, reaching areas that endodontic
instruments cannot reach.

OBIJECTIVE

Compare the chemical properties of
chlorhexidine (CHX) and sodium hypochlo-
rite (NaClO) solutions for SCR irrigation.

METHODOLOGY

This is a bibliographical review, in which
scientific articles published in the last few
years were used.5years, in English and
Portuguese, from the PubMED and Google
Scholar databases. The descriptors used were:
Sodium Hypochlorite, Chlorhexidine and
Root Canal Irrigants. Initially, 80 articles were
selected, of which 14 were used due to their
consistency with the research objective.

RESULTS

Chlorhexidine gluconate and sodium
hypochlorite are the irrigating solutions most
used in endodontics. However, chlorhexidine
does not have the capacity to dissolve organic
or inorganic substances and has a high cost, but
it has good properties due to its bactericidal
and bacteriostatic power, residual action and
less irritating capacity to periapical tissues.
Sodium hypochlorite has the advantages of
antimicrobial properties, acting on biofilms,
dissolution of organic matter, alkalinity, lower
cost and fast action, with the disadvantage

of potential irritation to periapical tissues/
mucosa and inactivity against the smear layer.

CONCLUSION

Both irrigating substances are effective
in acting on SCR, as long as they are used
consistently and with knowledge of their
clinical limitations.
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