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Abstract: The problems caused by wild animals 
living alongside humans in urban areas can 
lead to environmental imbalances and animal 
abuse. Therefore, it is crucial to engage in a 
dialogue with the population to resolve or 
mitigate these issues. With this goal in mind, 
this project aimed to discuss the significance 
of local fauna, the appropriate behaviors for 
the public when they come into direct contact 
with animals, and the agencies that can be 
contacted for the rescue or removal of wild 
animals in the municipality of Sorocaba, São 
Paulo, Brazil. The project was conducted at 
``Colégio Dom Aguirre`` in seven 7th-grade 
classes, involving 122 children aged ten to 
eleven. After preparing the materials for the 
interventions, they were shared through 
interactive slides, providing information on 
the environmental importance of the most 
well-known species in the municipality of 
Sorocaba. This allowed students to share their 
experiences and insights with the presenters. 
To assess the project’s effectiveness, a “pass 
and repeat” quiz game was conducted with 
the participating students. The project yielded 
positive results, as the groups answered 
the questions without any errors, and the 
students displayed great interest in the topic. 
This project successfully contributed to the 
children’s knowledge acquisition, focusing 
on the environmental importance, basic care, 
and appropriate behaviors when encountering 
wild animals. As a result of the project’s 
outcomes, it is expected that the children will 
share the information they have acquired with 
their parents and others in their community.
Keywords: Wild animals, environmental 
imbalance, native wildlife, population, 
environmental importance.
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INTRODUCTION
The rapid growth of cities has resulted 

in the progressive replacement of natural 
areas by urbanized environments, which has 
intensified contact between humans and wild 
animals. This proximity, despite triggering 
fascination and curiosity, can also generate 
a series of problems, such as inadequate 
understanding of their natural behaviors, 
which in turn can result in inappropriate 
human reactions, generating mutual attacks, 
disease transmission and animal trafficking 
(Biondo et al., 2019). In an era where 
biodiversity conservation is crucial, it is 
imperative to find ways to promote peaceful 
and sustainable coexistence between humans 
and wildlife (Gross et al., 2021).

A study carried out highlighted that 
constant urban changes have devastating 
consequences, leading to the extinction of 
species and the loss of genetic variability 
(Mendonça et al., 2009). Alarming examples 
include the yellow fever outbreak in Brazil in 
2016 and 2017, which resulted in numerous 
cases of aggression and deaths of non-
human primates due to transmission of 
the virus (Bispo et al., 2020). Furthermore, 
myths and incorrect information about bats 
have generated unfounded fears regarding 
these animals, harming several species and 
contributing to ecological imbalance.

In this scenario, it becomes evident that 
the dissemination of correct and educational 
information is crucial to promoting peaceful 
coexistence between humans and wildlife. 
Environmental education, as a facilitating 
tool, plays a fundamental role in dissuading 
aggressive and hostile attitudes towards 
animals (Lima; Mendes, 2022).

However, for these efforts to bring results, 
it is crucial to start raising awareness early. 
Children, due to their curious and receptive 
nature, are excellent agents of change. By 
integrating environmental education into the 

school curriculum, especially in urbanized 
municipalities, it is possible not only to 
prevent future conflicts, but also to cultivate a 
conscious, engaged and responsible generation 
in relation to environmental preservation 
(Brazil. MEC. SEB., 2013).

The project was carried out in the city 
of Sorocaba, located in the interior of São 
Paulo, has around 723,574 inhabitants, and 
a territorial area of 449,872 km² (IBGE, 
2022), according to Mello et al (2014) the 
territory has only 16, 68% natural vegetation. 
Through these data it is possible to observe 
this growing contact between inhabitants and 
wild animals, which ends up generating an 
increase in conflict due to a lack of instructions 
and knowledge. The consequences of these 
factors are environmental problems, fueled by 
unfounded fear of the dangers associated with 
animals.

Given this context, this project aimed to 
instruct and educate, in a playful way, 7th year 
students at ``Colégio Dom Aguirre``, about 
common wild fauna, in the municipality of 
Sorocaba. Contributing to the construction 
of environmental awareness from childhood, 
preparing future generations for a harmonious 
coexistence between humans and wild animals 
in urban environments.

METHODOLOGY
The project was developed at ``Colégio 

Dom Aguirre``, covering seven classes in 
the 7th year of primary school two, with the 
participation of 122 children aged between 10 
and 11 years old. After preparing the material 
for the interventions, it was shared through 
slides. To evaluate the effectiveness of the 
project, a question and answer competition 
game was conducted, called “pass or pass”, in 
which students were separated into two groups 
and pressed a button to answer questions 
relating to the topic discussed. Each correct 
answer was rewarded with a point, while 
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incorrect answers allowed the other group of 
students to take their turn.

To carry out the game, some questions 
were asked, including:

- What to do if bats appear in your house?

- If a maritaca makes a nest on the roof of 
my house or in any area of my residence, 
I...

- How important are wild animals to the 
environment?

- Which public bodies must we notify 
when a wild animal appears in our home 
and it doesn’t go away on its own?

- Wild animals are protected by law, 
therefore according to Brazilian law...

- Why mustn’t we feed wild animals that 
live in urban areas?

RESULTS 
The material developed, rich in colors and 

images, facilitated the interaction of students 
with the speakers, resulting in a significant 
exchange of experiences and making the 
activity dynamic, as demonstrated in figures 1, 
2 and 3. The method proved to be effective, a 
fact evidenced by the absence of errors on the 
part of all groups in answering the questions, 
showing a notable interest and acquisition of 
knowledge by students on the topic.

Figure 1 - Presentation of the theoretical 
content of the interventions with playful slides 

and interactions with students. 

Figure 2 - Environmental education and 
exposure of the relevance of zoonoses to public 

health through interactive slides.

Figure 3 - Dynamics between students with 
the questions addressed in the presentation 

during the “Get it and forward it” game.
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Figure 4 - Machine used in the dynamics to 
carry out the game “Get it and forward it”. 

DISCUSSION
Given the need to foster empathy and 

respect in future generations, as well as 
broaden understanding about wildlife and 
the environment, it is essential that children 
are introduced to relevant topics such as 
coexistence between species (Gross et al 
2023).

In an era in which urbanization brings 
wildlife ever closer to the population, the issues 
that were addressed in the interventions are 
part of everyone’s daily life (Vilela et al 2016). 
This project demonstrated the effectiveness 
of presenting the species found in the 
municipality of Sorocaba, highlighting their 

importance for the balance of the environment 
and providing guidance on attitudes that 
can be practiced to live harmoniously with 
animals.

The question game strategy applied, as 
an evaluative practice, revealed that the 
intervention was highly effective, since the 
children answered the questions correctly, 
through the “pass and repost” game, as there 
were no errors when answering. Furthermore, 
the high participation of students, expressed 
through pertinent questions and shared 
experiences, reflected a deep interest and 
knowledge on the topic.

Therefore, it is undeniable to state that such 
educational approaches play a crucial role in 
forming more aware and engaged citizens, 
promoting harmonious coexistence between 
local fauna and human beings.

CONCLUSION
It is concluded that this work contributed 

to the enrichment of children’s knowledge, 
focusing on raising awareness of 
environmental importance, basic care and 
attitudes to be adopted when encountering 
wild animals, allowing children to share the 
information acquired with their parents and 
other members of your household.
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